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SALT L.\KE CUT - City, 
countj' and state officials are urging the Environmental 
Protection Agency to declare a contaminated site on Salt 
Lake City's east side as eligible for long-term 
remediation. 

Such a designation on the agency's National Priority List 
means cleanup can occur on a more accelerated and 
disciplined schedule and federal funds will be made 
available. 

The site of despoiled surface water springs is between 
8oo South and looo South and 1300 East and 1100 
East, where a chemical called perchloroethene or PCE 
has been detected. 

Mayor Ralph Becker, the Salt Lake Valley Health 
Department and the Utah Department of Environmental 
Quality have issued formal support for a LT.S. EPA 
proposal to list a contaminated site in Salt Lnke City on 
the agency's National Priority List. 

The discovery of PCE happened in August of 2010 and is 
believed to be connected to a previously identified 
groundwater plume of PCE near 700 South and 1600 
East. That plume was initially discovered in the 1990s 
after the chemical was found in an irrigation well at 
Mount Olivet Cemeter)'. 

While the full extent of the plume is not known, the site 
appears to cover approximately 300 acres. Officials in 
Salt Uke Cit>-, the Salt Lake Valley Health Department 
and the state Department of Environmental Quality fear 
the plume could migrate if left Luicontrolled. The EPA's 
designation ofthe site as a priority for remediation 
means there will be an investigation and assessment of 
the risks to human health. 

Mayor Ralph Becker, in urging the designation, wrote a 
letter to Amanda Smith, head of the Utah Department of 
Environmental Qualit>', relaying the city's concern over 
the situation. 

"Because ofthe potential community risks associated 
with (the) site. Salt Lake City prefers that EPA begin its 
NPL determination process at the earliest opportunity, 
rather than delay future work," Becker wrote. 
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Based on that local support, the EPA says it intends to 
propose listing the 700 South 1600 Ea.st PCE Plume in 
the September 2012 Federal Register. At that time, the 
agency will will open an official public comment period 
so that members ofthe community and other affected 
patties can submit comments related to the proposed 
listing. In addition to EPA's formal public comment 
period, Salt Lake Cit>' will be reaching out to community 
councils and neighborhoods to provide information and 
solicit input regarding the proposed listing. 

If there is positive community support, a final N P L 
determination maybe decided as early as April 2013. 

> D a w J 6 « m J i tduMr iM A M » 9 « (DJ l ) 

2 2£svif3 %.J5 Ok.2l 

Dow 129'I3.82 +72 43 (+0.56%) 

Nasdaq 2976.08 +24.85 (+0 84%) 

S&P 500 1374 02 +8.51 (+0 82%) 

10Y Yield 1 59 +0 00 (+0 27'.V) 

DNU Index +4.63 (+0 42'i'!.) 

Comments l-eavo a comment » 

DeseretNews.com encourages a civil dialogue among its readers. We welcome your thoughtful comments. 

— About comments 

About tlie Author 

Amy Joi O'Donoghue 

.\rny Joi O'Donoghue is the environmental reporter the Deseret News, 
specializing in coverage of is.sues that affect land, air, water and energy 
development. She has worked here since 1998 and has been an a.ssistant city 
more.. 

Cxjnnect: 

Al«u ! U=ii ad 

Recommended Stories 

m 

Barclays CEO quits 

Barclays Chief Executive Bob 
Diamond has resigned with 
immediate effect. 

Rental prices rise 

Even with nioitgage rates at 
record lows and low home 
prices many people are 
choosing not buy homes 

Health care law casts 

Americans making li'ss than 
$120,000 a year will cover 75 
percent of Obaina's new health 
care law's costs. 

Stock Quotes 
Efilsr s ticker .'iyinbo! betow: 

Enter symbol Get Quota 

LOOKUP 

Deseret News Composite Movers 

Huntsman Corp. +4.93% 

EnergySolutions +4.02% 

Nature's Sunshine Products, Inc. +3.37% 

Autoiiv, Inc +337% 

ScJiiff Nutrition International +3 17% 

fvlYREXIS -4.53% 

Delta Air Lines -3.24% 

Home Depot, Inc. -2.57% 

Target Corp. -0.84% 

CtearOne Communications, Inc. -0.49% 

View More Utah Companies 

Abovi rhs ad 

Home News Sports Business Opinion Faith Family Life Obituaries G3 

N e w s » 

Utah news 

Warkl & Nation 

Sports >• 

Utah Jazz 

BYU Cougars 

Business» 

Tech & Innovation 

Money & Politics 

Faith » 

Featured Faiths 

Moimoti Times 

Specia l Sections » 

BYU, Utah rivatfyweek 

Census 

http://vmw.deseretnews.com/article/865558440/Salt-Lake-City-state-seek-EPA-reniediation... 7/3/2012 



Sah Lake City, state seek EPA remediation of contaminated plume | Deseret News Page 3 of3 

Census Ulan Stale Aggies Leadership Mission Reunions Elections 2012 

Fire Watch High school sports Career Faith Wire Fire Watch 

Education Real Salt Lake Family Finance Family Life » LDS General Conference 

Salt Lake County Scores and Sfats Business Wi/e Food MofTnons in Amencs 

Ulan County Rugby Opinion •» Parenting NCAA tournament 

Dflvis County On TV Editorials Heattii Olympics 

Police.'Courts NFL Op-Eds Arts & Entertainment Outdoor Retailer 

LcQisifituru MLB Letters Family Media Rugby 

Weather Salt Lake Bees Poltticjii Cartoons Calendar Signing Day 

Imtnigralion Grizzlies Trave) Sundance Film Festival 

News Wire Utah V/Hlley Wolverines TV Listings Utah Blaze 

Weber Stete WiUcats Family Life Wire Ulan Grizzlies 

Soitttierri Utah University 

Sports Wire 

Print Subscription About us Contact us FAQ Feedback Jobs R S S E-Edition Privacy policy Legal notices Advertise v̂ -ith us 

About this ad 

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865558440/Salt-Lake-City-state-seek-EPA-remediation... 7/3/2012 


